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I.  DATE  • TiME  CROUP 

5 Sep  49  5/2000Z 


S.  SOURCE 

G33ffHJQt  Military 


4.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

Gne 


S.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 
2 Minutes 


A.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 
Air  visual 


7.  COURSE 

South  and  rising* 


B.  PHOTOS 


f.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 

□ Y«« 

^N. 


PROJECT  10073  RECORD 


2.  LOCATION 


LebeCf  Calif oxnia 


10.  CONCLUSION 


i;  BALLOON 

2f  Misinterpretation  of  conventi<mal  objects 


It.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 

Observers  sighted  object  which  rapidly  gained  altitude  and 
turned  in  a sharp  left  bankj  then  headed  due  south.  No  sign 
of  ejchaust  or  trails*  No  sound*  Photos  were  taked  of  the  groutic 
In  that  area  whidt  disclosed  unidoitified  objects  on  the  grouiu  « 

Sandberg  WX  station  launched  a balloon  at  1230*  The  balloon 
would  have  been  in  the  Lebec  area  during  the  tiioe  of  the  sigt- 
ing*  The  piuotaa  alleged  unidentified  objects  on  the  ground  ! 
which  showed  up  on  photos  were  found  to  be  a corral  and  shed  ' 
used  to  feed  and  shelter  cattle,  a building  with  an  incompletdi 
second  story,  and  a hunting  lodge*  ; 
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ESSENTIAL  EUSiENTS  CF  INF^tumOlf  (Cont'd) 

6«  Obj«ot  w«B  noticed  ecoidentelly  end  attention  was  not  drawn  to 
it  by  any  epeoifio  ooourrence«  but  because  oi*  daily  aseooiation  with  airoraft 


9 • Witn« 


a*  sar 

b«  3638th  Uaintenanoe  Squadron^  Uather  AFB«  California 
o*  Aimanf  United  States  Air  Force 

d*  Agency  oheoks]  neighbor  and  fellow  employee  checks)  reTeal  no 
derogatory  information*  Observer  is  oonsiderad  truthful  and 
re liable  * 

10*  SGT  MiHl^nd  aotione  and  oonaaents  dxu'ing  discussion 

of  incident  would  _indioate  persons  of  above  average  intelligence*  It  yyas 
apparent  that  MiflfePWas  extremely  sincere  in  his  report  and  that  was 

inclined  to  be  influenced  byjBBUl— >obaervations*  All  persons  interviewed 
regarding  SGI  4IV^and^4pl^stated  that  their  character*  integrity  and 
dependability  are  of  the  highest  caliber* 

GENERAL 

1*  Local  Weather  Conditions*  Sandberg  Weather  Station*  California* 

5 September  1949 

a*  1250  PST)  no  cloud  cover)  visibility  50  miles)  wind  SE  at 
16  knottsi  tesperature  81*^)  Dewpoint  22^ 

4 

2*  Winds  aloft*  Sandberg*  California*  1200  hoxurs*  6 September  1949 
7*000  feet  - 250O  at  15  knotta 

3*  Airoraft  in  vioinity  of  lebec*  California*  1200  to  1300  hours* 

S September  1949 

a*  L-13  type  airoraft*  AF  #47*^02*  enroute  to  Ontario*  Calif* 

b*  U*13  type  airoraft*  AF  #47-300*  enroute  to  Uaroh  AF3*  Calif* 

o*  Ho  cocnneroial  or  oivilian  airoraft  reported  in  this  area 
between  t)w  hours  of  1200  and  1300*  5 September  1949* 
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4«  Heather  report*  from  iiather  Air  Foroe  Base*  California*  indicate 
that  a pilot  balloon  for  winds  aloft  testing  purposes  was  released  at  Sandberg* 
California*  shortly  prior  to  1300  hoiurs*  5 September  1949*  Pilot  balloons  are 
approximately  twenty^lx  (26)  inches  In  diameter*  with  an  asoension  rate  of 
two  hundred  (200)  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  (260)  yards  per  minute*  and  tiis 
type  generally  used  on  a clear  day*suoh  as  reported  on  5 September  at  Sandberg* 
is  idiito  in  color*  According  to  the  Sandberg  Winds  Aloft  Report*  at  this  time 
^e  balloon  would  hare  drifted  northwest  t<rvards  lebeo  during  the  first  two 
thousand  (2*000)  feet  of  asoension*  and  then  reered  northeast  towards  Mojare* 
California* 

6*  Mot  applicable 

6*  Met  applloable 

7*  Riotostatio  copies  of  sketohes  submitted  by  SGT  4MHI  and 
inclosed  as  fixhibits  S and  F respeotiraly*  Original  ooples  of  sketches  on  file 
at  DO  ^19*  Fairf ie  Id-Sulsun  AFB*  California* 

a*  Objeot  appeared  oral  in  shape 

b*  Surrounding  terrain  is  hilly  with  hills  ranging  to  8*000 

feet* 

e«  Hot  applioable 

d*  Ob^ot  rapidly  gained  altitu^*  seemed  to  pause,  t}ion  sped 
away  in  lerel  flight* 

e*  Hot  applioable 

8*  Statements  seoured*  On  file  at  19th  Distriot  Office  of  Speoial 
Inrestigations*  Fairfield-Suiswi  AFB*  Califemla 

9*  Hot  applioable 

10*  Mo  prejeotiens  of  any  kind  were  obserred 
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OCFARTMCNT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

WASHINGTON 


5D-oai/3ML/fmn 


IN 


5D  2U-21 


THC  iNftFCcrOR  OtNCHAt.  Uli4« 

9TH  Ol*rMlC.T  orricc  Of  irtCAU  iNVft^^TiOAf  .ON* 

tUlWON  AlA  FONCfc  VAIkl  OAvfON  OHtO 


26  Ootobor  1'969 


SUBJECTi  PROJECT  GRUDGE  (Inoidant  near  Can^  Oak  Flat,  Csllforola) 

SPECIAL  W^lEf 

♦ 


TOi  Conmandlng  Geoaral 

Air  Uatarlal  Connajid 
Wrleht-Patteraon  Air  Foroa  Baaa 
Dagrton,  Ohio 
AITVi  IfClAXS 


!•  The  inolosed  report  of  investigation  by  Special  Agent  BERL 
!•  PBHHXNGTON^  DO  #19,  Fairfield-Suisun  AFB,  California,  dated  1? 

Ootober  19^*  1b  forwarded  as  a ssittor  pertaining  to  your  Conmand* 

2»  This  investigation  was  not  requested  by  or  through  this  office* 


1 Inol 

dtd  17  Oot  1«9 


JAMBS  F*  X*  O'CONNELL 
Lt  Colonel,  USAF 
Djetriot  Coaniander 


Wf-O-S  OCT  49  ISM 


HCAOQUAITEKS  UNITED  STATES  AIR  TORCE 
THE  INSPECTOR  GENERAL 
OFFICE  OF  SPECIAL  INVESTICATIONr^  A 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATiON**"^ 


TITLE 


UNCOKVKNTIONAL  TTFE  AIRCRAFT 
(Si^tod  6 Septombor  1949  noar 
Cm&p  Oak  Flatf  Califorsia) 


CHARACTER 

SI 


REFERENCE 


SYNOPSIS 


NUU 


1 aa  initial  rtport 


NO.  DATC 

24-50  - 

iU OAT  MAPI  lY 

.iSRI#  Bi  PENNIH5T0N 

filPOKT  MAPI  AT 

Pairfiald-SuitUQ  AF3«  Calii'aroU 

, PERIOD 

_fi^-»15*14,16»2i»22»28  Sap*  6-8  Opt  1949_ 

OFFICE  OF  ORIGIN 

^^19^.FairXitid>*Sultua_AFe«  CalU'arnla 

STATUS 

_ci^sBa 


DIX 


S E C R S T I 
Autht  C/S  USAF  I 

IX.‘XVCol..USAFt 


I)iTaftigatlon  raquaatad  by  CAPT  GORDON  T«  COLIEY*  Baaa  Saourlty  ^ffloar*  Lathar  Air 
Faroa  Bata^  California*  SOT  MMHBMMHHP  uad  SOT  aHHlHaail^atatad  that 
whlla  flying  in  a prirata  aircraft  in  the  Tioinity  of  Labao*  Calif omla*  thay  had 
abaarred  an  unoeoaantional  typa  aircraft*  Aircraft  waa  daaoridad  aa  arular  in  ahapa 
and  conitruotad  of  a dull^  natalio  aubatanoa*  apprazJxataly  thlrty-fira  (36) 
foot  in  diamatar*  Objaot  rapidly  gainad  altituda  ta  appraxiaataly  aaran  thauaand 
(7*000)  foot*  turned  in  a oharp  left  bank*  and  headed  in  a aouthamly  direction* 
ollobing  gradually*  and  atraight  out  in  the  direction  of  the  ocean*  approximately 
OTar  Santa  Paula  and  Vanturaa*  No  sign  of  axhauat  or  Taper  trail*  and  no  sounds 
ware  noticeable*  Object  in  eight  approxisiataly  two  (2)  F.inutea  before  disappearing 
in  the  diatanoa*  InTaatigation  roTealad  na  ether  witnaaaaa*  Aerial  phocorrapha 
taken  of  area  diaolaaed  \inidantifiabla  objaota  on  the  ground*  A trip  was  made  to 
Lebao*  Calif**  to  inraatigata  unidantifiabla  objaota*  aa  illuatrated  in  aerial 
phetographa*  at  which  time  these  objects  were  determined  not  te  be  oanneoted  with 
unoonrentional  aircraft*  Intarriaw  with  SUB«JECTS  indioacad  them  to  be  truthful 
bnd  dapandabla  and  not  addicted  to  naroatioa  ar  aloahol*  Last  physical  axaminatlcna 
eaaplatad  on  SUBJECTS  indioatad  no  abnomalitiasi  na  other  phyaioal  axamlnations 
arallabla*  Record  and  Agenoy  ohaoks  raTaalad  no  derogatory  information  coocaming 
SUBJECTS* 

CLOSES) 


DISTRISUTION 

6 (Action  Copy) 
Hq*  OSI 
CO*  Uathar  AFB 
Pile 


ACTION  COPT  FORWARDED  TO 

CoBBanding  General 
Air  Uaterlal  Conmand 
Wrl^t-Patteraon  AF  Base 
Dayton*  Ohio 
ATTNi  UOlAXO-3 


FILE  STAAAP 


DOWNORACED  AT  ny;/ . , 
DECL^bU  ll-l» 


• « A 


/ ' ✓ 
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OSI  Cat*  #2M0 

DETAILS  I ^ 

1*  Thit  iiiTaatigmSft  was  roquet  t«d  by  CAP!  GORDON  T«  COLLEY,  10b5;iA, 

Bata  Saourlty  Offloar,  Uather  Air  Force  Bata,  California,  wid  waa  predicated 
upon  a report  to  the  effect  that  SCI  353Sth 

Malateoaaoa  Squadron,  lia^er  Air  Force  Base,  California,  and  SOT 
AMIiVI^HHMliHBl|fkMBF*Ualntananoa  Souadron,  Uathar  Air  Foroa  sate,  Calif- 
ornia, had  obtarvad  an  unoonTontional  type  aircraft  in  flight  in  the  Ticinity 
of  Lebao,  California,  on  6 September  ld^«  l^beo,  California,  it  approxic^ately 
• arantean  (17)  milet'  north  of  Can^  Oak  Flat  on  U»S»  Highway  Sandberg  iVeather 

Station,  thirteen  (13)  nilet  to  the  southeast  of  I^beo,  fonts  a rough  equilateral 
triangle  with  I^bao  and  the  email  haolat  known  at  Camp  Oak  Flat,  vhlch  it  ten  (10) 
miles  southwest  of  Sandberg, 

2,  Spaoial  Agents  LEE  B*  HOLTOH  and  LAAREHCS  W«  BROUSSARD  assisted  the 
writer  in  this  inTattlgation« 

AT  MATHER  AIR  FCRCE  BASE,  CALIFORHIA 

8,  Cb  6 September  1949,  SGTS  fl^HBP%nd  reported  to  the  Office 

of  Spaoial  InTestigatlons,  Uather  Air  Force  Base,  California,  that  they  had 
observed  an  unconventional  ^rpe  aircraft  in  flight  in  the  vicinity  of  Lsbeo, 
California,  while  flying  in  a Piper  Cub  aircraft  operated  by  SGT 

4«  SOT  MStoAexeeuted  the  following  statement  on  6 September  1949* 
Original  signed,  witnessed  statement  and  carbon  copies  on  file  at  19th  District 
Office  of  Spaoial  Investigations,  Fairfleld^Suisun  AFB,  Califomiai 

Uati^er  Air  Force  Base 
Mather  Field,  California 
6 September  1949 


I,  3536th  ilaintenanee 

Squadron,  Mather  Air  Foroe  Base,  California,  voluntarily  make  the  following 
atatemsnt  to  BSRL  E*  PENNINGTON,  who  has  identified  himself  to  me  as  a Soeoial 
Agent,  OSI,  USAF. 

On  5 September  1949,  at  iqiproziaataly  1200  hours,  while  flying  at  approxi- 
mately 7,000  feet  enroute  from  Loa  Angeles  to  Saoramento,  California,  I sighted 
an  object  over  Cemp  Oak  Flat  whioh  was  several  thousand  feet  below  us  ooming  up 
with  a terrifio  ascent  headed  approximately  due  south  os  if  to  go  over  Los  Angeles 
We  were  Just  rounding  an  6,000  foot  mountain  and  took  him  by  surprise*  He  was 
oomlng  up  at  about  an  65^  angle  and  ooming  up  from  some  small  foothills  to  Uie 
right  of  the  large  mountain*  When  ha  reached  our  altitude  he  seemed  te  hover  for 
a time  end  changed  course  as  if  going  out  to  sea  over  Santa  Paula*  1 followed 
him  with  ny  ayes  imtil  he  was  out  of  sight*  I oould  not  deteot  any  sign  of 
power  or  controls  as  the  shadcfws  underneath  prevented  it*  It  looked  metal  with 
a eanopy  on  top  with  inproxlmately  35  feet  of  span*  Ihere  was  no  wi^  to  determine 
•peed  but  the  rate  of  elimb  was  terrifio* 

I hare  read  this  statement  consisting  of  one  (l)  page  and  have  Initialed 
eaoh  page  thereof  end  all  oarreotions  thereom*  Ihis  statement  is  given  freely 
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PmiLS  (ContM)i 

it  th«  truth  to  tbo  beet  of  my  kaowledgo  or  boliof* 


WITUESSEDi  8/  Gordon  T*  Colloy» 

GORDON  T«  C0Ll£f«  Capt«,  USAF 
8/  Borl  B*  Pecnln^toOf 
BgRL  £•  p^KNINGTOH*  S/A  052 

6*  SGt  PAliCIR  oxooutod  tho  following  statanBiit  on  6 Soptanber 
1949*  Orlginiil  aignod,  witoaaaad  atatooont  and  carbon  oopioa  on  flla  at 
19th  Diatrlot  Offloo  of  Spoolal  Invoatigationa,  Fairflold-Sulaun  4FBg 
California I 


Wing 

Uather  Air  Foroo  Baaa 
Ua^or  Fields  California 


Matlior  Air  Force  Baao 
Ikthor  Fields  California 
6 Septeabor  1949 


aaaigned  to  tho  3638th  Uaintananoo 

Squadron*  Uauwr  Air  Force  Base*  Calii'omia*  Tolunti*rily  make  the  following 
•tateaent  to  BERL  B«  PSIININGTON*  who  haa  identified  hlmaelf  to  me  aa  a 
Special  Agent*  051*  OSAF* 

Oa  6 September  1949*  Sgt  fllfl||i'and  I loft  San  Fernando  at  approximately 
1200  houra*  headed  in  a nortbemly  direction  atrai^t  over  Graperlne  Fasa* 

Just  before  we  reached  the  highest  point  of  the  pass*  with  an  8*000  foot 
mountain  to  our  left  and  on  the  right  other  lower  mountaina*  we  sighted  an 
object  ascending  from  the  foothills  at  about  on  60  or  65°  angle*  It  was 
about  3*000  feet  below  us  when  we  spotted  it  and  cone  right  up  approximately 
OTon  with  us*  about  1*000  feet  off  our  right  wing  tip*  Our  eleratlon  at  this 
time  was  approximately  6*500  feet  above  sea  level*  It  seasied  to  rise  from 
the  floor  of  the  hills  but  wo  didn't  actually  see  it  leave  tho  groiuxd*  Vihon 
it  reached  our  altitude*  it  aeemed  to  hover  for  a rnmnent  and  then  it  shot  off 
almost  directly  south*  It  was  traveling  at  a terrific  speed*  slightly  ascend- 
ing at  about  a 5^  angle*  It  headed  south  over  tlie  ocean  disappearing  from 
our  view*  Ihis  object  appeared  to  be  like  a sphere*  slightly  oval  in  shape* 
appearing  a little  longer  than  wide*  Ihia  object  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
support  of  any  kind*  no  exhaust  or  control  surfaces  whatsoever*  and  was  of 
a dull  metalio  substanoe*  similar  to  aluminum*  It  appeared  to  be  about  30 
er  35  feet  in  diameter* 


I 

J V 


I h»Te  read  this  atateiaent  ocaslatlng  of  oao  (1)  page  and  have 
initialed  each  page  tnereof  and  all  oorreotiona  thereon*  Ihia  statement 
is  given  freely  and  ie  the  truth  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  or  belief* 


IfXINBSbfiDi  S/  Gordon  X*  Colley 

GOkIXJK  T*  CuLUir*  Capt**  DS^ 

S/  Berl  5*  Pennington 
BERL  E*  PEimiiJGXOH,  S/A  OSZ 

6*  Renew  of  Serrioe  Reoord  and  201  File  maintained  at 

5656th  Ka^teaanoe  Squadron*  Uather  Air  Force  Base*  California*  revealed 
that  iHflflknlisted  in  the  Air  Force  on  50  June  1948  and  has  an  efficienoy 
rating  of  excellent  and  is  considered  a oonscientious  hard  wcrxer*  and  v.as 
recently  promoted  for  his  work*  M^Vf^os^leted  one  {1}  year  of  nigh 
■ohool  and  has  an  AGCT  score  of  115*  Uist  physical  examination  was  given 
on  50  June  1946*  at  tnat  time  no  physical  abnormalities  were  noted*  Visicn 
test  revealed  vision  to  be  20/20*  No  evidence  of  the  use  of  narcotics  or 
aloobolic  bevorages  were  noted* 

7*  1ST  9GT  3S36th  tointenanoe  Squadron* 

Ifather  Air  Foros  Base*  California;  I^SQT  3536th  LAintenonce 

Squadron*  Hangar  Chiefi  and  UP.  MVHBIMHMS*  Civilian  Foreman*  Propeller 
Shop*  stated  that  lMIBi^ie  dependable  and  tr\istv.orthy*  and  an  exceptionally 
good  worker*  and  to  their  Imowledge*  does  not  drink  or  lue  narcotics* 

8*  Review  of  MHMtaWerrlce  Reoord  and  Ullitari’  201  File  main- 
tained at  3636th  Uaintenanoe  Squadron*  Uather  Air  Force  base*  California* 
revealed  that  enlisted  in  the  Air  Foroe  on  10  November  1947  and  hae 

an  efficiency  rating  of  excellent  and  is  considered  an  excellent  worker* 
■Iflh  completed  three«*fourths  (3/4)  year  of  high  sohool  and  has  an  AGCT 
score  of  ICd*  Last  piiysical  examination  was  given  on  10  November  1947* 

At  that  time*  no  physical  abnormalities  were  noted*  Visicn  teat  revealed 
vlelon  to  be  20/20*  No  evidence  of  the  use  of  narcotics  or  aloobolic 
beverages  was  noted* 


9*  ISIwWPUBMBB^  i^36th  lAintenanee  Squadron*  Uather  Air 
Foroe  Base*  Callfomiai  3538th  Laintenanoe  Sc\iadron*  Hangar 

Chiefi  and  UR  Civilian  Foreman*  Eleotrieal  Shop*  stated  that 

a steady  good  worker  and  exercised  goed  judgement*  and  to  their 
knowledge*  does  net  drink  er  use  naroetlos* 


081  CASS  ^24-30 
DETAILS  (Coot«d)i 

A^SACRAi2:HT0.  CAUyOhNU 

XO*  R«Tiaw  of  the  filea  at  the  Offioo  of  the  Sheriff  ax^d  the  Polio* 
Departeant  at  Saoraaento,  California,  failed  to  rareal  any  record  or  lnforma< 
tlon  pertaining  to  either 


AT  lEBEC,  CAUFORUIA 

Cki  7 Septeaber  1949,  Speoial  Agent  and 

flair  to  Lebeo,  California,  to  take  aerial  photographe  of  the 
area  to  deternine  if  there  eere  any  Indlcationa  on  the  ground  of  xmuaual 
aotlTitiea  in  the  area*  Fhotographe  were  taken  to  CAPT  ROBERT  J«  SCOTT,  JR«, 
12906A,  Hq  A Hq  Squadron,  36S5th  Bonb  Tmg*  Group,  Lather  Air  Force  Base, 
California,  for  photo  interpretation*  Photograph  nucber  9R-2S-1«»W>3535BIW<» 

7 Sep  49*6  3/6'**7500-3460N  11847?r*CUUiAL,  Indicated  a well  traveled  road  in 
the  baok  country  and  unidentified  dark  apete  on  the  ground*  Photograph  nunber 
9R-26*2*7V-S535Blvr*7  Sep  49*0  3/8"*7600*345CN11847Tr-DLDGS,  revealed  v-ell 
traveled  road  in  back  country  and  indication  of  unusual  activity  around  const* 
ruotlons*  Photograph  nunber  9R*25-e*W*3636BIVr-7  Sep  49*C  3/e"-S600-345CUlld47l7* 
CONSIRUCTICII,  revealed  an  unfinished  struoture  with  pilee  of  lunber  and  const- 
ruetion  materials  and  metal  drum  containers  in  the  vloinity*  Photograch  nunber 
9R*25*G*W*353SBr.7*7  Sep  49*0  3/6***e500!ill847./*DIXiG*SXLVPRT0P  revealed*  the 
presence  of  a newl^r  oonstruoted  I^issen  type  building  with  metal  top  partially 
oonoealed  in  the  wooded  area*  Photographs  included  as  Exhibits  A,  B,  C A D 
respectively* 


12*  On  IS  September  1949,  Special  Agents  B£31L  E*  PEIQIIRGXCU  and 
lAWRElK/B  W*  BROUSSARD,  accompanied  by  CaPT  C0L1£Y,  proceeded  by  autonobile 
to  Lebeo,  California,  to  Investigate  questionable  area  as  indicated  by  aerial 
photographs*  Area  as  illustrated  by  photograph  nxmber  9R*2S*I*W*3£35Bn7'* 

7 Sep  49*6  3/8"*7500*3460N  11847W-C0RRAL,  revealed  no  unusual  markings  or 
Indentations  in  the  ground*  Area  ae  illustrated  by  photograph  number  9R*2S*2* 
W*3535BIW*7  Sep  49*<  3/8”*7600*34601Qie47i7*CU)GS,  revealed  the  presence  of  a 
•attle  corral  and  shed  used  to  house  feed  for  cattle*  Area  as  illustrated  by 
photo  number  9R*25*5-W-3535B1W*7  Sep  49*«  3/8"*e500*3450K11647W-C0NSTRUCTI0B, 


revealed  a permanent  type  etruoture  with  the  aeoond  story  inoomplete,  with 
metal  drxua  containers  end  building  material  in  the  immediate  aree  that  is  to 
be  a Bell  Telephone  Company,  Uicre*Way  Relay  Station  upon  ooc^letlon*  Area 
as  illustrated  in  photograph  number  9K*2S*C*W-3SS5BIV7*7  Sep  49*C  3/£‘**£500H 
llS47TI^SliX}*SILVERTCP,  revealed  a newly  ooapleted  Missen  type  etruoture  that 
is  being  used  ae  a hxzntiog  lodge  by  the  owners  of  the  Tsjen  Ranch,  Imbeo, 
California* 


IS*  Discreet  investigation  in  the  area  of  lebeo,  California,  revealed 
no  one  who  bad  obeerved  the  presenoe  of  unusual  aircraft  in  the  vicinity  of 
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AT  HXmKR  AIR  FORCE  BASS.  CAUFOR2IU 


14«  On  6 October  1949  at  1116  hoxirtf  Special  Agent  LSIE  B«  HOLTON 
contacted  CAPT  CLARENCE  P«  TALBOT*  JP«*  AO-681273*  Station  ilTeaUier  Officer* 
Vather  Air  Force  Baae*  California*  reXatlre  to  weather  ocnditlone  in  the 
Tlelnlty  of  Lebeo*  California*  After  rerlewlng  weather  reporta*  GaPT  TALBOT 
stated  &at  Sandberg  leather  Station*  Califoniia*  reported  the  eky  condition 
clear  with  risibility  of  fifty  (50)  miles*  wind  fron  Southeast  at  15  knotts* 
tSB^rature  81^*  dew  point  22®*  in  the  weather  report  of  5 Septenber  1949*  at 
1230  hours*  Sandberg  Weather  Station  is  located  approzloately  thirteen  (13) 
miles  Southeast*  in  line  of  sl^t*  from  Lebeo*  Callfomia*  Ihe  weatlier  reports 
further  rerealed  that  a pilot  bsUoon*  for  winds  aloft  purposes*  was  released 
at  Sandberg  on  6 September  shortly  prior  to  1300  hours*  Pilot  balloons  are 
approximately  twentysiz  (26)  inches  in  diameter*  with  an  ascension  rate  of 
two  hundred  (200)  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  (260)  ^'ards  per  minute*  au-id  the 
type  generally  used  on  a clear  day*  such  as  reported  on  5 September  at  Sandberg* 
ia  white  in  color*  CAP!  TALBOT  stated  that*  according  to  the  Sandberg  i/lnds 
Aloft  Report  at  this  time*  the  balloon  would  hare  drifted  northwest*  towards 
Lsbee*  during  the  first  two  thousand  (2*000)  foot  ascension*  and  then  reered 
Northeast  towards  Hojawe*  California* 


15*  Review  of  the  records  at  Base  Operations*  leather  Air  Force  Base* 
California*  revealed  that  no  aircraft  had  either  arrived  or  departed  that 
station  which  could  have  been  in  the  vicinity  of  Lebec*  California*  at  the 
time  of  the  sighting  of  the  unconventional  aircraft  by 


AT  MCCLELLAN  AIR  FORCE  BASE.  CALIFORNIA 


16*  On  6 October  1949*  perusal  by  Special  Agent  1£S  B*  NOLTOl^  of  the 
Report  of  Aircraft  Departxiros*  maintained  by  the  Base  Operations  Office* 
UoClellan  Air  Foroe  Base*  California*  revealed  that  an  L>13  type  aircraft* 
#47-300*  piloted  by  CAPT  0*  U*  LIVERS*  2600  A*B*0**  Pope  Air  Force  Base* 

Fort  Bragg*  North  Carolina*  departed  llcClellskn  Air  Foroe  Base  on  5 September 
1949  at  0932*  estimated  true  air  speed  one  hundred  and  ten  (110)  miles  per 
hour*  with  arrival  at  Larch  Air  Force  Bate*  Callfomia*  at  1354;  L-13  t^'pe 
airoraft*  #47-302*  piloted  by  1ST  LI  Vf«  K*  ALLEN*  2600  A.B*U«*  lope  Air  Fcrce 
Base*  Fort  Bragg*  North  Carolina*  departed  MoClellan  Air  Foroe  Base  at  1C04* 
estimated  true  air  speed  one  hundred  and  ten  (110)  miles  per  hour*  and 
arrived  at  Ctotario  Airport*  Ontario*  California*  at  1402*  As  It  is  two 
hundred  and  seven^  (270)  air  miles  freo  MoClellan  Air  Force  Base  to  Lebeo* 
California*  with  a climb  to  six  thousand  (6*000)  feet  required*  eighty-five 
(65)  air  siilea  from  Lebeo  to  Ontario*  California*  and  one  hxmdred  and  five 
(106)  air  miles  from  Lsbeo  to  March  Air  Force  Base*  it  is  ostimated  that 
CAPT  LIVERS  was  over  Lebeo  at  approximately  1230  and  LT  ALIEN  was  In  the 
seme  vioinlty  at  approximately  1300  ho\irs* 


OSI  Cas«  #24-30 


SSSENTXAL  SLEUENTS  OF  INPORU&XIOU 


1«  !•  Dftt*  of  sighting  - 5 Soptombsr  1949* 


2»  2*  tifflB  of  sighting  - Approximstoly  1200  PST* 

S«  Sighted  from  sir* 

a*  SUBJECT  was  in  the  air  about  7^000  feet  aboTe  sea  lerel,  flying 
approximately  northeast  coming  around  a mountain  which  was  about 
SfOOO  feet  when  unconventional  aircraft  was  sighted*  Unccoven- 
tional  aircraft  was  headed  approximately  due  south  as  if  going 
right  through  Los  Angeles*  Object  was  ^>proxlmately  3^000  feet 
below  SUBJECT  when  sighted*  This  occurred  east  of  Camp  Oak  Flat* 

4*  Ctae  (1)  object* 


S*  Not  applicable  as  it  was  approximately  1200  hours  and  object  was 
below  observer* 


6*  Distance  of  object  from  observer 
a*  Appoximately  3,000  feet  below* 

b*  Altibade  3,000  feet  rising  to  approximately  7,000  feet* 

7*  In  sight  about  forty^five  (45)  seconds* 

8*  Appearance  ef  object 

a*  Metal  painted  silver  or  just  plain  natal* 

b*  Oval  shape,  like -a  teardrop  from  side  view* 

0*  Metal  painted  silver  or  just  plain  metal* 

d*  Approximate ly  35  feet  in  diameter* 

9*  Direction  of  flight  - South  veering  to  Southwest* 

10*  Object  oeme  up  at  an  86^  i^la,  seesnd  to  stop  as  if  ho  saw  SUBJECT, 
than  broke  off  hie  climb,  and  then  shot  off  in  direct  line  of  flight* 

11*  Evidence  of  exhaust  - none  visible 

12*  Effect  on  clouds  - cloudless  sky 

13*  Lights  - none  visible 
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081  Cm«  ]t^4-30 
ESSENTIAL  EIZUENTS  OF  INFORUAXIOH  (ContM) 

14*  Support  - non*  Tislblo 
15*  ^opulaioa  - nono  Tislblo 
16*  Control  and  etoblll'ty  » nano  Tislblo 
17«  Air  duots  • nono  Tislblo 

18*  Spood  - No  way  of  dotorsdnlng  miles  per  hour  rate  of  speed, 
althou^  rate  of  oliab  was  terrlfio  and  by  the  time  SUBJECT  oculd  baok  his 
plane  the  aircraft  had  almost  Tanishod  from  sight* 

19*  Sound  ••  none  hoard 

20*  Uannor  of  disappearance* 

a*  Maintained  straight  IotoI  flight  until  it  disappeared  from 
Tiew  in  the  distance* 


RELATIVE  TO  THE  OBSERVER 


2«  8538th  Maintenance  Squadron,  Mather  APB,  California* 

3*  Airman,  United  States  Air  Foroe 
4*  Mather  Air  Foroe  Base,  California 
6*  Hobbies  - Plying 
6*  Ability  to  determine 


a*  Color 


no  abnormalities  in  perception  of  color* 


b*  Speed  • Arerage  estimation  of  speed* 


0*  Site  " Estimation  of  sise  at  distanoe  based  on  ooa^;arison 
of  known  aircraft* 


7*  Reliability  of  ebserTer 


a*  Agency  diecksi  neighbor  and  fellovr  enq^loyee  checks  j reveal 
no  derogatory  information*  Obs error  Is  considered  truthful 
and  reliable* 


